Overview of the Second Havemeyer EHV-1 Workshop. 

This meeting was held at the Home Ranch, Steamboat Springs, from September 21st -26th, 2008. The meeting was dedicated to the memory of Dr. George P. Allen, 1941 – 2008. The meeting was convened and supported through a grant from The Havemeyer Foundation, and was a follow up to the highly successful 2004 EHV-1 meeting which was held in San Gimignano in Tuscany. That first meeting led to a Special Edition publication of Veterinary Immunology and Immunopathology in 2006, Volume 111, issue 1. 
The meeting in Steamboat Springs was attended by 29 delegates from academia, and 9 delegates from industry. Delegates came from throughout North America and Europe, and from Japan and Australia. The organizing committee included D. Paul Lunn (Colorado), Julia Kydd (UK), Josh Slater (UK), and Klaus Osterrieder (Germany). 

The most important themes of the meeting were the continued need for a better understanding of viral pathogenesis and particularly of how, where and when latency is established, and how infection of the CNS endothelium occurs. Studies of naturally occurring disease, and models of neurological disease were extensively discussed, and there was a strong focus on the role of the DNA polymerase polymorphism in the pathogenesis of neurological disease. The need for further studies of these aspects of EHV-1 infection, and of the epidemiology of the disease were strongly emphasized. New data was presented concerning immunity to EHV-1, and the continued struggle to identify vaccination technologies that can protect against the more important pathological sequelae to infection. For the first time there was a major discussion of the use of anti-viral agents, in both experimental and clinical studies. 

The workshop participants agreed to participate in a multi-author workshop report, which it is hoped will be submitted for publication early in 2009. There was strong interest in holding a further workshop in 3-4 years, as it was agreed that an enormous amount of valuable work had been done since the last workshop, with many new collaboration established amongst the participants. While much remains to be learnt about this serious equine pathogen, more progress has been made in the past 5 years that at any other time in our studies of EHV-1. 
